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Lawyers’ association
to cement ties further

Organisation
holds its
inaugural
meeting in
Berlin

THINGS are coming full cir-
cle for German lawyer Axel
Reeg.

Almost 20 years ago, in
1981 — “long before student
exchange programmes be-
tween Singapore and Gex-

became formalised”

many -
he spent four months at the
National University .of Sin-
gapore’s law faculty, where
Professor, S. J ax was
dean and Mr Walter Woon
was then a tutor, .

Today, Dr Reeg, 41, is
among those speatheading a
German-Si ore Lawyers’
Association, and both Prof
Ja , the Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, and Prof
‘Woon, Singapore’s Ambas-
sador to Germany, were in
Berlin when the association
held its insu. meeting in
the city on Thursday.

“Yes, it is very pleasant to
know that ties 50 many
ﬁD iiur,” e Sai )
such an assdciatlizgg,nahieh
m‘lghbe open to lawyers from

counizries, would help-

to further bilateral relations.

"The association 'is the

first of its kind in Singepore,
Germany has had
similar i

other countries, inclnding
China, Thailand and Korea,
for meny l31,'ea1-s The Ger-
man-British lawyers” associ-
ation celebrates its 30th an-

Dr Reeg, who tuns a law
partnership called Reeg
Rechtsanwalte, is a Singa-
%qre permanent resident.

e is married to a Singapore
srchitect and city planner,
and spends time equally in
Singapore and Germany.

Mr Thomas Weidlich, 34,
and a corporate lawlv]er
working in Sin‘gapore aw
firm Rajah and Tann, is an-
other key player in the new
association, Which has yet to
be registered in Singapore.

“We wapt to attlract
prominent Singapore law-
yers to join,” he sa?z‘!), adding

that they also hoped to get
izmersteg'om those in the ju-
dicial sector and the attor-

ney-general’s chambers.
The association has man-
aged to attract interest from
some 50 German lawyers so
far, said Mr Reeg. .
He hopes also to draw
upon the 20-cdd German
lawyers working in Singa-
Germans

. pore, as well as 65

who hav;s been e:zh Si

since 1978 as stu-
dents, under a Pmange
first started by Prof Jayaku-
mar with Gottingen Univer-
sity when he was Jaw dean. -

An maufn-el conference
will be held in Singapore in
Navember, to ride on the
German-Sin; Business
Forum which is slotted for
Nov 1.

“We received many
ideas and jons
Prof Woon and Prof Jayakn-
mar, which I'm very grateful
for,” said Dr Reeg,.

Those interested in the
association can ‘contact Dr
Reeg at reeg.ma@t-on-
line.de, oxr Mr Weijdlich
at thomas.weidlich@sg.
rajahtann.com.

— Caua Lee Hooxe



